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THE EARLY PRINTERS AND BOOKSELLERS
OF WINCHESTER
BY A. CECIL PIPER, CITY LIBRARIAN, WINCHESTER
THE following notes, dealing with the printers and book-sellers of Winchester up to the year 1800, are basedprincipally upon my researches among the local archives
of the City, now housed in the Winchester Public Library.
The history of the book trade in Winchester is an interesting
phase of its history, about which very little has been written ;
although there is sufficient material for the compilation of
a bibliographical history of Winchester, especially when we
remember the famous school of illumination carried on in the
scriptorium of the Cathedral Church during the time of
/Ethelwold. There was also a considerable bookbinding
industry, Winchester bindings being well known for their
good workmanship. But this phase of my subject is outside
the limits of the present article. In my previous notes on
' The Book Trade in Winchester ', published in The Library,
3rd Series, vol. vii, 1916, pp. 191-7, full extracts are printed
from the City Archives relating to a number of the early
Winchester printers and booksellers.
PRINTERS
Cotton, in his Typographical Gazetteer, mentions that in
1545 there was published a violent attack on Gardiner, Bishop
of Winchester at that time. It bears the title The Rescuyng
of the Romische Fox ; otherwyse called, The Examination of
the Hunter, deuised by Steven Gardiner, and was written by
William Turner under the pseudonym of William Wraghton.
A colophon at the end reads ' Imprynted have at Winchester,
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* anno domini 1545, 4 nonas Martii. By me Hanse Hit prik '.
It is now quite certain that this book was not printed at
Winchester at all, and it is very doubtful if it was even printed
in England. Most probably it was printed on the continent,
possibly in Switzerland or Holland.
I can find no trace of a printing press having been estab-
lished in Winchester before the end of the seventeenth century.
The earliest date I have found is 1691, the following entry
occurring under that year in the local records :
' Printing the Ordinances £3. 5. 6.'
but no printer's name is given. It is very probable that there
was a printer at work in the City at this time, and that these
City Ordinances were printed here; but there is no definite
proof of this.
The late Alderman W. H. Jacob, a local antiquary of some
note, says that James Ayres was at work in 1720, but I have
been unable to verify this. The earliest date I can find
any mention of this printer is 1751, and the latest 1758,
various entries in the local archives, such as charges for
printing done for the Council, indentures, &c, occurring
between these dates. There are two books printed by James
Ayres, but both are undated, viz. Poems on several occasions,
English and Latin, by J. D. Cotton, and a Sermon on St. Peter's
Repentance. Both Alderman Jacob, and F. A. Edwards in his
paper on ' Early Hampshire printers', published in the Hamp-
shire Field Club Proceedings,vo\.n, 1890-3, ascribe these volumes
to 1720 or thereabouts, but I think this is open to dispute.
According to Negus's List of Printing-houses, there were two
presses at work in Hampshire in 1724, one at Gosport and the
other in Winchester. There appears to be no record of the
name of the Winchester printer of this date.
In 1725 Isaac James rhilpott, or Philpot, began printing,
as in the ' Ninth Book of Ordinances ' of the City is the
following interesting record :
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' 14th August, 1725. Agreed and ordered at and by the
' same Assembly, that Isaac James Philpott shall be per-
' mitted and allowed to use the Trades of a Printer and
' Bookseller within this City paying for a Fyne or Com-
' position for such permission One pound one shilling, he
' being not qualified by any means to use the said Trades
' without such Composition or allowance within this City.'
On 20 December 1732 we find that Philpott was allowed
£25 from Sir Thomas White's bequest to the City for assisting
deserving tradesmen. Philpott also had a bookbinder's busi-
ness in addition to his printing and bookselling business. The
earliest book printed in Winchester that I can trace was
printed by Philpott :
' Budworth (W.). A sermon preached at the Parish Church
' of All Saints in Southampton, Monday, January xxxi,
11731-2. Winton : printed \>y Isaac Philpot in the High-
street, MDCCXXXIL'
Isaac James Philpott was, in all probability, a relative of
James Philpot, who was a printer at Gosport in 1710. There
are a number of entries in the local records showing items
that Philpott printed for the City Council with the cost of
printing. He died before 1779, as a lease dated 23 August
1779, was granted to
' Mary Philpott, widow, relict and sole executrix of Isaac
' James Philpott'.
The next printer working in the City appears to be William
Ayres, as in the ' Mayor's Accounts ' for 1742 and 1744 are
two receipted bills for printing done by him. He was probably
a son, or other relative, of the James Ayres mentioned above.
Between 1760 and 1802 John Burdon was at work,, either
as a printer or bookseller, or both. His name appears in
the imprint of Warton's Description of the City, College,
and Cathedral of Winchester, printed in London about 1760.
In 1778 he issued Selectee Historic ex C. J. Casare, Justino,
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L. A. Floro et C. Suetonio Tranquillo, in usum Schohe Wiv-
toniensis. lmpensis J. Burdon, Winton, MDCCLXXV111.
Timperley says that Burdon was ' a very respectable book-
seller at Winchester'.
In 1762 another member of the Ayres family, Henry, was
printing, who, in June of that year, issued an Account of days
and hours when the posts arrive at and depart from the City of
Winchester. The imprint reads—' Printed by Henry Ayres
' and sold by J. Austen, clerk to the post office '.
A bookseller named Grenvill was in business in 1722, as
there is extant a statement of accounts dated 1722-3, which
mentions him. Between 1756 and 1781 we find a bookseller
of the name of William Greenville, who later added a printing
press to his business. He was probably the son of the above-
named Grenvill, although it is just possible they may be one and
the same ; yet it is hardly likely, as he would have been a very
old man by 1780. There is also a record of William Greenville
having served the office of Low and High Bailiff in 1780-1.
The only book I can trace printed by Greenville is an edition of
Warton's Description of Winchester, which bears his imprint,
and was published about 1780. In 1766 Greenville was granted
one of the loans of £25 from Sir Thomas White's bequest.
In 1766 John Meaisey had a press, as there are several bills
preserved in the local archives relating to work done for the
City Council.
The next printer at work is John Wilkes, who also had
a press in London, and was proprietor of the ' Encyclopaedia
' Londinensis'. The earliest date I can trace that he was at
work in Winchester is 1772, when a lease of the premise?
formerly occupied by James Ayres in the High Street was
granted to him. John Wilkes was a Freeman of the City,
and the first Winchester proprietor of the Hampshire Chronicle
which started at Southampton in 1772, and was shortly after-
wards produced at Winchester, Wilkes printing it from 1778 to
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1784. He lived in the parish of St. Lawrence, and was buried
in that church in 1810. There is a stone in the same church
to the memory of his wife, with the following inscription :
' Here lyeth Rebecca, the wife of John Wilkes, of this
' City, who departed thia life the 22nd May, 1782, age 32.'
There are several bills for printing executed by Wilkes for the
City Council, dated 1773-4 aQd 1778-80, preserved among our
local records. Wilkes printed, in 1773, The History and
Antiquities of Winchester, in two volumes, with illustrations
drawn by W. Cave, also of Winchester. This is the earliest
production from his press I can find.
John Sadler was in business as a printer and bookseller, in
the High Street, in 1782, as we find him so described in a legal
document of that date. The earliest book he published
appears to be Jane Cave's Poems, which he printed for the
author in 1783. Sadler also printed and published the earliest
known Hampshire directory in 1784, the preface of which was
dated from Winchester, March 2, 1784.
Thomas Blagden is the next printer we find, and he,
apparently, worked between 1784 and 1796. On a poster
dated 10 May 1784, the imprint reads—' Winchester : Printed
' by T. Blagden, successor to J. Wilkes'. He also printed the
Hampshire Chronicle from 1784 to 1791, and published The
Winchester Guide in 1796. Thomas Blagden married, on
9 May 1790, a daughter of the Rev. William Hawkins, Vicar
of Boldre and Lymington, Hampshire.
In 1785 was published An Essay on Redemption, by J. Balguy,
second edition, Winchester : printed for Lockyer Davis,
printer to the Royal Society. I cannot find any record of
Davis having a press at Winchester. It may have been printed
by a Winchester printer for Davis, or it may have been
printed in London.
In 1786 James Robbins was a printer and bookseller. The
earliest work he printed appears to be a sermon by James
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Chelsum, printed in 1788. But his chief work was Milner's
History of Winchester, in two volumes, 1798-1801. He printed
a number of other works during the succeeding years, and his
press was at work down to between 1820 and 1830. About
1829 he entered into partnership with Charles Henry Wheeler.
J. S. Adler was at work in 1787, as a form is extant, ' Return
' of Prices of Corn ', which states that it was ' Printed by
' J. S. Adler, High Street ' , and is dated 13 January 1787.
In t h e ' Hampshire County Club Minute Book', under date
18 March 1790, is a list of bills to be paid, among the items being
' Collins, printer, £5. 13. o.'
I can find no record of this printer ; it is quite possible this
item may refer to the Salisbury printer of that name, and not
to a Winchester tradesman at all.
In the Universal British Directory for 1792 we find Robert
Allen, Moses [or Moss] Dimmock, and Benjamin Long men-
tioned as printers and booksellers; while Joseph Bucknall
printed the Hampshire Chronicle in 1795-6.
BOOKSELLERS
The earliest bookseller I have been able to trace is William
Taylor, who was in business in 1663, as the imprint of a book
published in London in that year, entitled Look unto Jesus,
by ' Edward Lane, Vicar of Sparshatt, in the County of
' South, alias Hampshire', states that it was ' sold in Win-
' Chester by William Taylor, near the Chequer Gate '.
In St. Peter Chesil Churchwardens' Accounts for 1666 is the
following entry :
' Paid to Thomas Heyd for a neue bocke 2. 6.'
Thomas Heyd may be identical with the ' Mr. Heade ', from
whom the Town Clerk of Winchester purchased parchment
in 1658. [See my article on 'Parchment makers of Win-
' Chester ', in Library, 3rd Series, vol. x, p . 6j.] If so, he is
the earliest bookseller recorded in the City.
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In the * Fifth Ledger Book', on 16 September 1668, is the
record of a lease granted to a victualler in the City, of
' a tenement . . . neare the Market Howse . . . extending
' from the way leadinge to the Cathedrall Church . . . and
' hath on the east the Market Howse and on the west the
' dwelling house of Humfry Bowry, Bookseller '.
From 1682 onwards we find the name of William Clark or
Clarke, bookseller, occurring on title-pages, while in the
Corporation accounts under date 10 December 1703 there is
an entry :
' Pd. Mr. Clark for a book for the Council House 9. o.'
This bookseller died before 1734, as an Ordinance, dated
16 April 1734, states :
' That—Clarke, widow of William Clarke, heretofore of
' this City, bookseller, deed., shall have the Marks in the
' room of Widow Walker, deed.'
William Colson was a bookseller during the first half of the
eighteenth century, as another quaintly worded Ordinance,
dated 13 March 1741, reads :
' That William Colson, of this City, Bookseller, an Aged
4
 man and a person who heretofore lived in good repute
' (tho' now gone to decay) shall be put an Almsman in
' Christ's Hospitall.'
In 1746 there was a bookseller of the name of Prior, who
sold the Winchester Journal, or, Weekly Review, established
in 1743, which, however, was printed at Reading, but after-
wards printed at Winchester.
In addition to those booksellers who were also printers, and
who have been dealt with above as printers, a Samuel
Maunder was a bookseller in this city in 1791.
Appended is a chronological list of Winchester printers (to
1850) and booksellers (to 1800) so far as I can trace
them.
n o Early Printers and Booksellers of Winchester
PRINTERS
1691 ? c. 1800
? 1720 James Ayres. 1813
1724 ?
1725 Isaac James Philpott. 1828
1742 William AyTes.
1760 John Burdon. 1829
1762 Henry Ayres.
1766 John Meaisey.
1772 John Wilkes. 1833
1780 William Greenville. 1835
1782 John Sadler. 1838
1784 Thomas Blagden.
1785 Lockyer Davis (?). 1842
1786 James Robbins. 1847
1787 J. S. Adler. 1848
1792 Robert Allen.
Moses [or Moss] Dim-
mock.
Benjamin Long. 1850
1795 Joseph Bucknall.
1799 William Jacob.
BOOKSELLERS
— Bucknill.
William Jacob and
William Johnson.
Charles Henry
Wheeler.
James Robbins and
Charles Henry
Wheeler.
Jacob Jacob.
N. Warren.
D. E. Gilmour.
Henry Moody.
H. Wooldridge.
W. Tanner.
H. W. Cropp.
G. and H. Gilmour.
W. Hart.
R. Moody.
John Fry.
William Savage.
1658 Thomas Heyd or
Heade.
1663 William Taylor.
1682 William Clark or
Clarke.
1687 Humfry Bowry.
c. 1700-40 William Colson.
1722 — Grenvill.
1725 Isaac James Phil-
pott.
1746 — Prior.
1756 William Greenville.
1760 John Burdon.
1782 John Sadler.
1786 James Robbins.
1791 Samuel Maunder.
1792 Robert Allen.
Moses [or Moss] Dim-
mock.
Benjamin Long.
